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###### PCR amplification efficiencies (Ex) and correlation coefficient (*R* ^2^) values of oil palm candidate reference genes.
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  Gene abbreviation    PCR amplification efficiencies, Ex (%)   Correlation coefficient *(R* ^2^)                                        
  ------------------- ---------------------------------------- ----------------------------------- ---- ----- -------- -------- -------- --------
  *PD00380*                              89                                    86                   88   93    0.9987   0.9856   0.9976   0.9977
  *PD00569*                             104                                    88                   90   91    0.9989   0.9988   0.9966   0.9926
  *pOP-EA01332*                          84                                    97                   86   97    0.9951   0.9847   0.9986   0.9770
  *GAPDH*                                93                                    103                  86   98    0.9997   0.9972   0.9976   0.9996
  *NAD5*                                 92                                    98                   90   86    0.9969   0.9994   0.9937   0.9935
  *TUBULIN*                              97                                    93                   87   103   0.9981   0.9964   0.9992   0.9926
  *UBIQUITIN*                            92                                    93                   89   90    0.9979   0.9979   0.9999   0.9986
  *ACTIN*                                84                                    85                   81   85    0.9996   0.9979   0.9988   0.9986
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###### Ranking of oil palm candidate reference genes using NormFinder analysis.
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  Rank                               Total samples (MA2+MA8)      MA2             MA8                                           
  ------------------------------- ----------------------------- ------- ----------------------- ------- ----------------------- -------
  1                                          *ACTIN*             0.072          *ACTIN*          0.086          *ACTIN*          0.120
  2                                         *PD00569*            0.109         *PD00380*         0.138         *PD00380*         0.135
  3                                         *PD00380*            0.132         *PD00569*         0.158         *PD00569*         0.139
  4                                       *pOP-EA01332*          0.150        *UBIQUITIN*        0.180       *pOP-EA01332*       0.144
  5                                        *UBIQUITIN*           0.209       *pOP-EA01332*       0.192          *NAD5*           0.153
  6                                         *TUBULIN*            0.220          *GAPDH*          0.348        *UBIQUITIN*        0.216
  7                                          *GAPDH*             0.235          *NAD5*           0.404         *TUBULIN*         0.253
  8                                          *NAD5*              0.245         *TUBULIN*         0.458          *GAPDH*          0.256
  Best combination of two genes    *pOP-EA01332* and *PD00569*   0.065   *PD00380* and *ACTIN*   0.103   *PD00380* and *ACTIN*   0.080
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###### Ranking of oil palm candidate reference genes according to coefficient of variance (CV) and standard deviation (SD) using BestKeeper analysis.
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  Rank    Total samples (MA2+MA8)      MA2           MA8                                   
  ------ ------------------------- ----------- --------------- ----------- --------------- -----------
  1              *PD00569*          2.21±0.55     *PD00569*     1.66±0.41     *PD00569*     2.73±0.68
  2            *pOP-EA01332*        2.47±0.67   *pOP-EA01332*   1.93±0.52   *pOP-EA01332*   2.95±0.80
  3              *PD00380*          2.69±0.65     *PD00380*     2.03±0.49    *UBIQUITIN*    3.02±0.62
  4               *ACTIN*           2.81±0.63      *ACTIN*      2.26±0.50     *PD00380*     3.06±0.75
  5             *UBIQUITIN*         2.93±0.60    *UBIQUITIN*    2.48±0.50      *ACTIN*      3.30±0.75
  6               *NAD5*            4.39±0.84     *TUBULIN*     3.70±0.84      *NAD5*       4.52±0.87
  7              *TUBULIN*          4.60±1.07      *GAPDH*      3.91±0.83     *TUBULIN*     5.00±1.19
  8               *GAPDH*           4.97±1.07      *NAD5*       4.29±0.81      *GAPDH*      6.20±1.34
